Metadiscourse: Language that Guides the Reader

Synthesis Essay

When Guiding Readers

· This paper explores…

· In what follows, I shall…

· The purpose of this paper is to…

· My central claim is…

· I see a connection here…

· An example of this is when…

· Author X’s concern is worth noting.

· We can learn something from his/her experience.  

· Now I would like to turn the discussion to…

· This project has taught me…

· Another connection that…

· This idea is worth keeping in mind.

· There are a number of lessons here.

· Finally, it should be argued that…

· His/ her work is valuable because…

When Connecting Two or More Sources

· This belief extends…

· Author X’s experience illustrates…

· Author X would agree/ disagree with Author Y.

· In Author X’s view,…

· I understand the struggle…

· I tend to agree with Author X.  

· I have personally experienced what Author X is saying.

· Author X’s position provides insight into…

· Author X’s point-of-view clarifies…

· I take issue with Author X’s…

· It is troubling that Author X…

· There are parallels that can be drawn…

· These two Authors (name both) offer…

· I found Author X and Y to be…

When Introducing Source Material
· According to…

· Author X states that…

· Author X’s point-of-view…

· This is Author X’s central claim.

· Author X would agree.

· Author X explores…

· Author X and Author Y believe that…

· In the (source) (title of work) (author’s name) (verb)

When Connecting Sentences, Paragraphs, and Ideas
· Words or phrases that tell the reader that something related will be added to what has been written: in addition, and, also… 

· Words or phrases that tell the reader that there will be a change or contrast presented: but, yet, however, nevertheless, on the other hand, another way of looking at this, instead, alternatively…

· Words or phrases that show a cause/effect relationship: as a result, so, consequently, thus…

· Words or phrases that tell the reader that an example of what has been discussed will follow: for example, for instance; to understand this, you need to look at…

· Words or phrases that indicate time discussed: today, in the past, meanwhile, at the same time, there was a time when… 
When Making Statements that May or May Not Be True

· Perhaps this means that we should be more careful…
· This finding might indicate…
· It is possible that this argument is…
· Admittedly, the reason…

· It is reasonable to conclude…

· I concede that…

· I accept that fact that…
