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Descriptive language makes a story exquisite.  Through the use of vivid 
language, writers produce images in our minds while we read.  To achieve this, 
a writer must work tirelessly to ensure his/ her prose is experimental—that is,

writing that taps into our imagination and past experiences.  All of us have 
said at one time, “I was lost in the book” or “I couldn’t put the book down.”

When this happens, we (the readers) enter the world the writer has created for us.  In other words, we can see exactly what the writer wants us to see.  The words on the page transport us to a different time, a different place, or a different life.  As readers, we find these memorable experiences to be the most gratifying.  Descriptive language is not only beautiful, it is captivating.  
It is a common belief that one must crawl before he/ she walks.  Same is true with writing.  Therefore, this writing assignment is not going to ask you to write a fully developed short story, nor is it going to ask you to write an autobiographical incident.  Instead, this activity asks you to focus on one skill: descriptive writing.  For this assignment, you will write an observational report that describes something you have observed.  An observational report is just what it sounds like—a report that describes in great detail a person, a place, a thing, an event, or a process.  To complete this task, you may want to go out and observe someone or something you have never examined before, or you may want to describe something you vividly remember from the past.  You can observe birds around your neighborhood, a pitcher’s throwing technique, a flower in full bloom, a scaly lizard, a waterfall, an old man, a young child, a setting sun, and/ or ocean waves.  The list of potential subjects is endless.  Choose something that interests you, observe it, and describe it so a reader can lose him/ herself in your words.
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	Requirements

	
	· 300- 500 words (typed, double spaced)

· Create a sensory details web

· Describe in detail one subject or one place

· Use precise language and sensory details

· Use figurative language appropriately 

· Maintain consistent tone




	Structuring your observation
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	· Introduction: Tell what your subject is and provide necessary background information your readers need to understand your subject.

· Body: Present your observations

· Conclusion: What did you learn from this observation or how has this observation affected you. 


	


